
TENTERDEN TOWN COUNCIL – TOURISM & BUSINESS SUB-COMMITTEE 

HIGH STREET REVITALISATION WORKING GROUP 

Notes and recommendations from a meeting held on 25 May 2020 
Present: Alan Sugden, Mike Carter and Justin Nelson from TTC; Andy Keates. Absent: Pierre Edmonds 

1 Extent of area covered by working group 
Agreed that the physical area for the working group to be concerned with should be limited to the 

Conservation Area for Tenterden Town. Though the working group would focus on the High Street 

itself, the larger area was useful as it includes the route between the station and the High Street, 

also any possible use of the station car park to serve the High Street (for instance). 

2 Link from K&ESR to High Street – phase 1 
Nothing has been done to progress the working group’s earlier recommendation on this point, and 

the town council cannot expect outsiders to contribute if the council makes no progress. Agreed to 

reiterate our recommendation that TTC to reinstate the footpath through the cemetery, to provide 

pedestrian and disabled access through the cemetery to the Station Road car park; TTC to replace or 

supplement the existing steps from the cemetery to the car park with a ramp usable by wheelchair 

users, and access to and along Coombe Lane (as hatched black) to reach the High Street; TTC to liaise 

with ABC to provide suitable signage in Station Road car park and with K&ESR and the Edmonds to 

provide suitable signage at the station and access from Station Road 

3 Link from K&ESR to High Street – phase 2 
Agreed that TTC should liaise with K&ESR and the Edmonds (who agree in principle) to explore the 

possibility of creating a new access to/from the station to the bottom of Church Path, so the link to 

the High Street can be accessed avoiding Station Road altogether 

4 High Street layout 
The conceptual drawings went public without specific authorisation, but the working group felt it 

does no harm to get early views from local residents on concepts and ideas, so we cannot be 

accused of a failure to genuinely consult.  Agreed that the conceptual illustrations be updated to – 

• show extended greens (not block-paving) from The Vine to Church Road 

• reduce the four bus stops to two – retaining those at and opposite the Town Hall 

• change the Highbury/Bridewell proposed one-way so that it comes into the High Street at 

the suggested Station Road roundabout 

• include a reference to a roundabout at the Cranbrook Road junction that buses can use to 

turn round 

• include pedestrian crossing facilities at the High Street end of Recreation Ground Road to 

compensate for the loss of the pelican crossing resulting from a proposed roundabout – a 

“shared space” arrangement generally at that junction might work 

Agreed that the Town Hall should be asked to – 

• report the result of the survey of residents regarding the Highbury/Bridewell proposed one-

way system 

• ascertain from ABC the results of their piloting ANPR parking in Ashford and the prospects 

for its use in Highbury Hall car park 

• check on the outcome of KCC’s review of the traffic lights’ operation at the junction with 

Recreation Ground Road 



Agreed that the revised illustrations, with the additional information from the survey, ABC and KCC 

could then be publicised – ideally via TTC, but if necessary via other publishers - for comments from 

residents, so the plans can be refined further. 

Agreed that the working group should arrange to liaise with the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 

Committee to get their specific input. 

Agreed that, once the concepts have broad approval within and outside the town council, we should 

ask TTC to approach Kent Highways and ABC for their initial comments. 

It was pointed out that, to combat resource-related inertia, the town council might need to appoint 

a highways consultant to work up the ideas into a form less likely to be dismissed by higher 

authorities as being unworkable. 

5 Next meeting 
To be arranged when the reactions of the sub-committee and standing committee to the above 

recommendations is known 

27 May 2020 


